1778 engraving of the Philadelphia skyline by John Carwitham, after artwork by George Heap.

The German Origins of the Roth/Rhodes/Rudy

Families of Bedford and Lancaster Counties, Pennsylvania

Y-DNA Technology Contributes to the
Discovery of Two Distinct but Related Surname Lines

by James E. Rhodes™

It generally assumed by most of his descendants
who dabble in genealogy that Heinrich “Henry” the
elder Roth, whose son Henry Jr. ultimately settled in
Bedford (now Somerset) County, Pennsylvania, depart-
ed from Mannheim or Rhodt, Germany, and arrived

*James “Jim” Rhodes, 7991 N. Sun-
set Ridge Prescott Valley, AZ 86315;
rockyrhodes556@gmail.com; has been
researching his genealogy for the last five
years with a focus on his paternal line. He
has contributed several articles to the Rhoads
Quarterlyand is interested in genetic geneal-
ogy breaking through “brick walls” as it has
doneinhisancestry. He used Y-DNA testing
to confirm not one, but two distinct family
surname lines that developed from a single immigration event in
1737. His sixth great-grandfather is Heinrich Rodi/Rhodes, the
father of Henry Roth/Rhoads Jr. who was an important figure in
the Stonycrreek Brethren congregation near Somerset. Jim is the
author of Law of Necessity (2013), a fact-based historical novel about
the Bisbee, Ariz.., deportation of striking miners in 1917.
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on one of three possible ships. The first would be the
Samuel, which arrived in Philadelphia on August 17,
1733. On this ship a Heinrich Roth, born in Pfedder-
sheim, Worms, Hesse, Germany, in 1688, did disem-
bark with his family, but he was not the same man.!
This man never moved away from present-day Lehigh
County, but he has been confused with the Henry Roth
of Bedford County in at least two well-known books in
which Henry Roth figures prominently.?

The second ship is the William which arrived in
Philadelphia on October 31, 1737. The Strassburger/
Hinke passenger lists show a Heinrich Rode Sr., Hein-

! Tilgham Neimeyer, Rev. ].B. Stoudt, et a/, History of
Jerusalem and Reformed Church of Western Salisbury, Lehigh
Co., Pa.; with complete records of all members,...baptisms, con-
firmations, marriage and burials.

2 H. Austin Cooper, Two Centuries of Brothersvalley Church
of the Brethren (1962), and Grace L. Tracey and John P. Dern,
Pioneers of Old Monocacy (1987).
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rich Rode Jr., and a Daniel Rode. This is the family
believed by the late Alvin Lee Rhods,? of Madison, Al-
abama, to be the progenitors of the Rhoads/Rhodes/
Rhods descendants who trace their ancestry back to
Bedford County, Pennsylvania, and Frederick, Mary-
land. Another family out of Lancaster County with the
surname Rudy also claims rights to the 1737 William as
the ship their ancestors arrived on.

The third ship can be easily discounted. The Restau-
ration arriving in Philadelphia on October 9, 1747, car-
ried a Heinrich and Jacob Résch on board. This Heinrich
cannot be the same Heinrich because as of 1746, Hein-

Rhoads of Revolutionary War fame) “was a ‘rather large
boy” when his family crossed the ocean.” Captain Henry
was born in 1739 so this would place the time of the
Atlantic crossing at least until the 1750s, which is an
impossibility since his father is confirmed as living in
Maryland by 1746.

I suspect that much of the confusion stems from
the two Henrys being misidentified with the Heinrich
Roth (1688-1754) of Pfeddersheim, Worms, Hesse, Ger-
many. To demonstrate the lack of documentation regard-
ing the alleged Mannheim origin of the family, in early
2020, the late Joyce Baggerly? went to the Family History

rich Jr. is firmly established
as living in Prince George’s

(now Frederick) County,

Maryland. Also, the name Michel Reuter
Philih Jacoh Reuater
Jacob (1B) Vechtel
Hans Adam (4} Kletle
Wendel Hohn

Johannes Schantz
Johannes Madlung

Peter | ) Schaffer
Casper Surber

Johannes () Gert
Heinrich (4} Hode, Sr.
Heinrich {4) Hode, Jr.

Résch would be pronounced
Resh* which is quite a stretch
from Roth and Rhodes.
Heinrich Roth Jr. was
a well-known figure in the
Stonycreek German Bap-
tist (Brethren) church.” The

[List go B] Palatines imported in the Ship William, John
Carter, Master, from Amsterdam but last from Daover, as by
Clearance thence. Qualified the 31" of October 1737.

Library in Salt Lake City and
diligently searched for traces
of the family in the Mann-

Dianiel Rode heim records. Assisted by an
Ditrich Uhle

Johan Ditrich Uthle

Mattize () Switeer
Johannes AMaurer

Caspar {4} Riger

Hans Gerg Meintzer

Johann Friedrich Muthhart
Hans Michel (H) Hauer, Sr.
Jacoh Hauer

Hans Afichel Hauer

Joban Michel Gasel

employee who was a native
of Germany, she thorough-
ly searched the Mannheim
Protestant church records,
maps, and other files for any
likely candidates but came

up empty-handed on the

oldest known record of him
in the American colonies is
when he purchased 323 acres
of land on July 28, 1746, in present-day Frederick Coun-
ty, Maryland, named “Olis,” from Daniel Dulaney in a
tract known as “Tasker’s Chance.”®

Daniel Rudy purchased land in Manheim Town-
ship, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1748.” He con-
verted to the Moravian faith after his arrival in Penn-
sylvania. The man supposed by some to be his brother,
Heinrich Rudy, was allegedly born in Germany in 1708
and died in Lititz, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in
1802. He did not purchase land in the area until 1759,
22 years after the William arrived in Philadelphia. I do
not believe these two men were brothers, for reasons I
will detail shortly.

There is a tremendous cult-like aura of legend,
confusion, and misinformation, about this particular
German Roth family. Most accounts, all unverified and
unsourced, claim that they emigrated from Mannheim or
Rhodt, Germany. Also, they are purported to have spous-
es named Reinhart and Cable.

Again, there is nothing in German source records
to support these claims. There are phantom “biogra-
phies™® floating about in the ether that claim that Hein-
rich Jr.’s oldest son Henry (later to be Captain Henry

fA}n’i(2024 ‘Mennonite Tami[y Cl-ﬂstory

From Pennsylvania German Pioneers, Vol. 1, by

Strassburger/Hinke (1934).

Roth/Rhodt line.'?

Puzzled and dismayed
by the lack of verifiable Ger-
man source information on this family, in late 2018 I
began to do a detailed search of the origins of the William
passengers based on their placement in the Strassburger/

Hinke passenger lists.!" Al Rhods published my findings

3 Alvin Lee Rhods (1935-2022), author of 7he Rhoads
Family in America, and the author’s sixth cousin, has done
more than anyone to document the Rhodes/Rhoads descen-
dants of Heinrich Roth, and the author is deeply indebted to
him. Without the extensive groundwork he laid, finding the
German origins of the family would not have been possible.

4 Correspondence with Friedrich R. Wollmershiuser,
2020.

> It is believed that his son Henry (later Captain Henry
Rhoads) built their first permanent meeting house.

¢ Grace L. Tracey and John P. Dern, Pioneers of Old
Monocacy (1987).

7 Marie ]. Peer, John Rudy, and Mary Gabhman: their
ancestors and descendants including the Barth/Bard, Grossman,
Leib, and Long surnames (1990).

8 The author has searched for five years and has yet to
find one of these biographies.

9 'The author’s sixth cousin once removed.

10 Joyce Baggerly, The Mannheim Dilemma; Alvin Lee
Rhods, 7he Rhoads Quarterly (Spring 2020).

! Ralph Beaver Strassburger and William John Hinke,
Pennsylvania German Pioneers (Norristown, Pa.: Pennsylvania
German Society, 1934).
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in his newsletter, 7he Rboads
Quarterly, in 2020."? Basing
my premise on the fact that
emigrants tended to travel in
groups with others from their
surrounding region, I began
to narrow my focus to the o
area known as the northern

Kraichgau, a region in the wf-
Rhein-Neckar Kreis in pres- & &
ent-day Baden-Wiirttemberg,
Germany. Of particular inter-
est were the emigrant families
headed by Hans Adam Kle-
tle, Dietrich Uhl, Mattheaus
Schweitzer,”® and Sebastian
Adam
Kletle was from Hasselbach;
Dietrich Uhl from Hiiffen-
hardt; and Matthaues Sch-
weitzer and Sebastian Win-

Winterbauer. Hans

terbauer were from Ittlingen.

Wrre T
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—

Map detail of Sinsheim region of Heinrich Rodi, emigrated from Hasselbach in 1737.

Then I received a tip
from Edward N. Wedodau,"
of Grapevine, Texas, that
would change the whole di-
rection of my search. He told
me of an entry from Henry
Z. Jones’” book Even More
Palatine Families.

This tidbit of informa-

Heinrich Rodi emigrated from Hasselbach in 1737. (GLA 69/Helmstatt, Inventare und
Vertrige Hasselbach 1666-1748). [Heinrich Rode (his mark, labeled Senior), together with
Heinrich Rode (his signature, labeled Junior) and Daniel Rode (his signature) arrived
in Philadelphia on the ship William, whose passengers qualified 31 Oct 1737. List
50B and 50C his “his mark” written next to the first Heinrich Rode name. In 50B this
entry is also labeled “Senior.” In the lists 50B and 50C it appears that both of the Hein-
rich Rode names were written by the same hand. The words Senior and Junior appear
to have been added by an English-speaking scribe; it is quite unlikely that either man
used a designation other than der Alt and der Jung. See S&H Lists 50A, 50B, 50C].

tion proved to be a momen-

tous find. It was discovered in the Helmstatt dominion
records at the Baden-Wiirttemberg State Archives in
Karlsruhe by the German genealogist Friedrich R. Woll-
mershiuser. Mr. Jones added the information about the
William passengers. Soon thereafter, I retained Mr. Woll-
mershduser to research this Heinrich Rodi whose name
interchanged with Roth. Following is what he learned of
the family in the Hasselbach/Adersbach parish registers:

Oberdischingen, 17" June 2020
Dear Mr. Rhodes,

Interestingly, the following clipping from an index to the Hassel-
bach parish registers:

*19.07.1710 Rodi Hans Georg; Hans Georg der jiingere oo
Susanna, zu Hasselbach

*20.07.1713 Rodi Maria Margaretha; Hans Georg der
Jjiingere oo Susanna, zu Hasselbach
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*10.12.1693 Roth Anna Margaretha; Georg oo Anna
Maria, zu Hasselbach

*06.10.1715 Roth Daniel; Heinrich oo Maria, zu
Hasselbach '°

*16.05.1721 Roth Georg Philipp; Johann Georg oo
Susanna, zu Hasselbach

2 James R. Rhodes, 7he Journey to America; Alvin Lee
Rhods, The Rhoads Quarterly (Spring 2020).

13 Schweitzer was reported to have drowned during the
voyage, the only recorded fatality. Young children often died
on the journey, their deaths often went unreported.

14 Ed’s website, South Central Pennsylvania Settlers (www.
pennsylvaniasettlers.com), is a treasure trove of information.
He also has several books on German immigrants for sale on
Amazon.com.

5 Henry Z. Jones needs no introduction to serious stu-
dents of genealogy. This renowned author and former enter-
tainer is now retired and living in Prescott, Ariz. His website is
at www.hankjones.com.

16 This is the Daniel of the William.
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*12.12.1685 Roth Johann Heinrich; Georg oo Maria,
zu Hasselbach
*04.08.1720 Roth Maria Elisabetha; Heinrich oo Maria,
zu Hasselbach 't
*29.03.1716 Rotsh Philipp Daniel; Johann Georg
00 Susanna, zu Hasselbach
*13.10.1718 Roth Susanna Catharina; Johann Georg
00 Susanna, zu Hasselbach

shows that Rodi interchanges with Roth, at least prior to 1700.
Besides Hans Georg the Younger, there must have been an older
one otherwise the term Younger would not make sense."

The index to the deaths:

+ 18.01.1726 Roth Anna Maria, oo Georg,
Gerichtsverwandter™ zu Hasselbach

+29.01.1726 Roth Georg, Gerichtsverwandter zu
Hasselbach

+ 02.02.1726 Roth Maria Elisabetha, Heinrich zu
Hasselbach Tochterlein®'

+ 16.04.1720 Roth Susanna Catharina, Johann Georg,
zu Hasselbach Tochterlein

+ 11.03.1772 Riide Anna Barbara, Efr.d. Johann Conrad,
Schneidermeister 62] 9IM 13T *

+ 15.08.1784 Riide Johann Conrad Philipp,
Schneidermeister 61] 7M 15T

+ 06.06.1763 Rudi Anna Maria, Wwe. in Ebrstidt,
in Hasselbach begraben 76] 4M 3T

does not include Heinrich.”®

Sincere[ly] yours, Friedrich R. Wollmershiuser

With the information from the local parish regis-
ters, I was able to construct a fairly comprehensive por-
trait of my paternal ancestors from Hasselbach since they
first appeared in the local Adersbach Lutheran church
records in 1678.

The records go back to 1652, but there is no men-
tion of the family in the first 26 years of record keeping.
Also, strangely, no family marriage records or the birth
of Heinrich Jr. can be found. It would appear that the
family chose to marry outside of their village, and the
younger Heinrich may have been born in a nearby town.
A possible clue to the family’s prior home may lie in the
fact that the Kletle family also first appears in the Aders-
bach/Hasselbach parish registers in 1678, suggesting that
they may have moved into the area together. This was not
long after the Thirty Years’ War and the Kraichgau region
had been heavily depopulated, drawing many migrants
in search of new land.

Fortunately, while researching the Karlsruhe ar-
chives, Mr. Wollmershiduser found evidence of a Hein-
rich Rodi Jr., in a file from nearby Neckarbischofsheim
dated April 14, 1736:*

fA}n’i(2024 ‘Mennonite Tami[y Cl-ﬂstory

In layer 177, Mr. Wollmershiuser found a com-
plaint by Jung Heinrich Rodi* of Hasselbach reporting
the theft of sheaves by two other threshers, Hans Jerg
Konig and Jacob Lettle. The designation “Jung” was add-
ed to distinguish him from an elder Heinrich Rodi. In
the absence of a birth record, this is compelling evidence
of the younger Heinrich’s presence in the region the year
prior to the emigration. Also note that one of the thresh-
ers accused of stealing from him has the surname of Lettle
(similar to Kletle). The Kletle[r] family would emigrate
with the Rodis the following year, eventually settling in
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Before long Mr. Wollm-
ershiser provided the evidence I had been searching for:

Oberdischingen, 18" September 2020
Dear Mr. Rhodes,

Enclosed are my last findings. The inventories of Henrich
Rodi and Hans Adam Lettle were made on the same day, and they
were on the same ship (and may have settled as neighbours, unless
they had different indenture times)(Dr. Hinke read the name as
Hance Adam Citle and Hans Adam Kletle). So this is now a do-

mestic US (or rather colonial) research question.
Sincerely yours, Friedrich R. Wollmershiuser

Further research in the Generallandesarchiv Karlsruhbe
17.09.2020
Record group 69 von Helmstatt

A 1107 Wills and inventories of Hasselbach, 1666-1737.

Includes some Mennonites, and the following inventories:
06.05.1737 property of Henrich Rodi
06.05.1737 property of Hans Adam Lettle

17 This is “Henry the Elder,” the Heinrich Rodi who
emigrated on the William in 1737 with his two sons.

'8 This is the young daughter of Heinrich Sr. who died
in 1726, prior to the emigration.

19 There was, a Hans Georg Rodi/Roth, a councilman
of Hasselbach who died in 1726. He was probably born some-
time around 1650, location yet to be determined. He is my
most distant confirmed patrilineal ancestor.

20 Councilman.

2t “Little daughter.”

22 T am not sure if these later Riide/Rudi entries belong
to the same family. There were many unrelated Swiss Rudy
families in the region.

# Evidence that Heinrich Sr. ultimately left the area.

4 Generallanadesarchiv Karlsruhe, Record group 69 von
Helmstatt, R 1160 Court Proceedings of Neckarbischofseh-
eim, 1735-1744, layer 177.

% For more information on Heinrich Roth (Rodi), Jr., see
William B. Thomas, “Insights on the Eighteenth Century Ger-
man Baptist Stonycreek Congregation of Somerset County, Penn-
sylvania,” Mennonite Family History (Vol. 41, No. 3).
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Original inventory document of Heinrich Rodi, May 6, 1737.

I was greatly pleased that Mr. Wollmershiuser
found the German origin of the Rodi/Roth passengers of
the William. However, he was skeptical of the surname
difference, and I would soon have cause to be troubled as
well.

Dear Myr. Rhodes,
Thank you for your note, but I still have considerable doubis
in the identity. Someone by the name Rodi would appear as Rudy

in America (maybe this is even one clan).

I was now faced with the likelihood that I had
just spent my time and money finding the ancestors of
the Rudy family. Not that I consider finding information
on other families a waste of my time. Everything learned
during the search for ancestors is in some way a valuable
contribution to our historical record. I did further research
and found that, sure enough, some Rudy descendants also
claimed that their ancestors had arrived on the William.

At the time I, like Mr. Wollmershiuser, could not
imagine that I would share paternal ancestors with a
family named Rudy. Disappointed, but determined to
find my ancestors,” I spent the better part of the next
two years researching the next most likely possibility. I
wondered if the Heinrich Roth of Pfeddersheim could
have been a paternal ancestor, possibly the father, of the
younger Heinrich. This search proved fruitless as far as
making a connection with my paternal ancestry, but then
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again, much was learned and passed on about this partic-
ular Heinrich Roth which may be of use to others.

I even considered the possibility that the younger
Heinrich may have arrived directly on Maryland soil as
one of the passengers of the Rupert” in 1744, or possibly
another unlisted ship. Again, nothing on my ancestors,
but I learned much about a fascinating but little-known
historical event, and connected many possible immi-
grants to this ship. Finally, in 2022, I took a Y-DNA test
with FamilyTreeDNA. That is when the unbelievable be-
came reality.

Y-DNA is a specialized test that traces the paternal
line (Y chromosome). Y-DNA is passed down exclusively
from a father to his son, and to his son’s son, and so on.
It has a narrow focus but is extremely powerful in tracing
the paternal, or surname line of a family. I had already
taken a Y-DNA test with another company that lacked a
matching feature, which gave my Haplogroup as ]2, sub-
clade L26 (M-172). Without matches this basically told
me nothing. FamilyTreeDNA is the best option for find-
ing DNA matches, which was exactly what I was look-

% By now I was beginning to wonder if they had gone
out of their way to make themselves difficult to find.

¥ According to the late Klaus Wust, the Rupert landed in
Md. in 1744 after an unduly long and perilous voyage. Among
the immigrants was probably the highly talented teacher and
fraktur artist Johann Thomas Schley, who settled in Frederick,
Md., with scores of other Germans.
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ing for, so I took the entry-level 37 marker Y-DNA test.
Imagine my surprise when I received my results about a
month later. It also showed my estimated Haplogroup as
M-172, but the first surname that appeared on the match
list took my breath away.

Rk o Rudy? Exact Match
BIG Y-700 DISTANT
New Big Y-STR Differences
Markers Tested 5 of 665
1 to 700 Y Haplogroup
Genetic Distance J-FT154323

Immediately, Friedrich Wollmershiuser’s com-
ment flashed in my mind: “Someone by the name of Rodi
would be called Rudy in America.” 1 had several matches
with the surname of Rhodes, Rhoads, etc., which was to
be expected, but my closest match was named Rudy! I
then upgraded to the 111 marker test. The genetic dis-
tance increased to two steps, or mutations (still close).
Finally, I took the plunge and took the Big-Y 700 test,
the most comprehensive Y-DNA test offered by Family-

TreeDNA, which confirmed we are indeed a very close
match. My final Haplogroup was J-Y146001. Mr. Ru-
dy’s was J-FT'154323, which is very close on the Y-DNA
tree. Like a laser beam burning through the fog of time,
the truth was laid out before me, and two family lines
separated for almost three hundred years were reunited
thanks to the power of genetic genealogy.

In my DNA matchlist, I found another unexpected
surname: Ray. At some time in the distant past, proba-
bly in the 1600s or earlier, there was an adoption, ex-
tramarital event, or my paternal family name was Ray.
The Roman Catholic Ray family has been found in the
Bodnegg, Ravensburg region of southern Wiirttemberg
back to at least the 1400s. I had just been introduced
to the world of surname splits. I traced my Rudy match
backward in time using FamilySearch and discovered the
following paternal lineage, then compared it to mine.
The path traced directly back to the passengers of the
1737 William.

2 First and middle names blocked for privacy purposes.

Hans Georg Rodi
(d. 1726)
m. Anna Maria
(d. 1726)
Yl
Christina Ursula Rodi| | Johann Georg Roth| | Anna Maria Roth | | Johann Heinrich Roth/Rodi | | Anna Margaretha Roth
(b. 1678) || (b. 1682) W (b.1684) || (b. 1685) | (b. 1693)
m. Susannah m. Maria
Hans Georg| [Maria Margaretha | |Philipp Daniel ||Susannah Catharine | (Georg Philipp | [Heinrich Roth/|| Daniel Maria
Rodi Rodi Roth Roth Roth Rhodes Jr. Roth/Rudy || Elisabeth Roth
(b. 1710) (b. 1713) (b. 1716) (d. 1720) (b. 1721) (d. aft. 1774) @ (1715-1792)[ (1720-1726)
m. Susannah|
Barth

7\}01’1’(2024 ‘Mennonite Tami(y Cl-ﬁstory

Jacob Rhoads
(cal749-1790)
Joshua Rhoads
(1772-1834)
Joseph R. Rhodes
(1818-1909)
John Franklin Rhodes
(1852-1941)
Elon Earl Rhodes
(1892-1959)
Robert Lucius Rhodes
(1924-1991)
James Earl Rhodes
(1960-Living)

John George Rudy
(1744-1806)
Daniel Hoke Rudy
(1775-1850)
George Rudy
(1811-1852)
James Herr Rudy
(1843-1914)
James Lee Rudy
(1881-1979)
Joseph Lee Rudy Sr.
(1924-2005)
weeetRudy (Private)
(1942-Living)
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“Johannes Heinricus Roth” (Henry the Elder), baptismal record, Hasselbach, born December 12, 1685.

Daniel Roth (Rudy) baptismal rsecord, Hasselbach, born October 6, 1615.

Through Y-DNA testing, it became clear that Mr.
Rudy and I share a common patrilineal ancestor, Johann
Heinrich Rodi/Roth, born 1685 in Hasselbach, Baden.
It was also evident that his older son, Heinrich Jr., who
died in Ursina, Pennsylvania, in 1774, from whom [ am
a direct descendant on the paternal line, was the pro-
genitor of the Roth/Rhodes/Rhoads line. His younger
brother, Daniel born 1715% in Hasselbach, died 1792
in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, was the progenitor
of the Rudy line. Two distinct American surname lines
arose out of one immigration event!

And what about the Heinrich Rudy?*’ (1708-1802)
of Lititz, Warwick Township, Lancaster County, Penn-
sylvania? This man married Maria Verona Schnell and
is presumed to some Rudy family researchers to be the
younger Heinrich of the William. All I can say is that
the best evidence against him being Daniel’s brother is
my Y-DNA test. My paternal line has been thorough-
ly confirmed by Alvin Lee Rhods and myself. There is
no possibility of my being a direct descendant of this
man. If any direct paternal descendants of his wish to
dispute this claim, a simple Y-DNA test should resolve
the matter. Any legitimate direct male descendant of the
Heinrich Rodi/Roth Sr. of the William will possess some
downstream variant of the M-172 Haplogroup. There are
enough matches on the FamilyTreeDNA tree to confirm
this beyond a shadow of a doubt.

In addition to finding what eventually became of
Henry the Elder after arriving in Pennsylvania, I would
next like to delve further into the Ray-Rodi connection,
and have made considerable inroads into that venture.
I am the first American member of the Forschergruppe
Oberschwaben, or Upper Swabia Research Group, based
in Weingarten, Wiirttemberg, Germany, very close to the
home of the Ray family. I have been in contact with rel-
atives of my DNA match as well as Helmut Rothenhiu-
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sler, a member of the Upper Swabia Research Group who
has been very helpful, but it appears the Ray connection
may be a tough one to decipher. Apparently, they have
also gone out of their way to make themselves sdifhcult
to find. It seems to run in the family.

» Not 1714 or 1713 as some sources claim. His head-
stone reads 1714, but birth years were often mistaken at the time.

% This man has been believed to be the younger Hein-
rich of the William, according to Marie J. Peer, Dennis Dale
Rudy, William Osborne Wingeard, and others.

IN ORDER TO BE BORAN, YOU NEEDED:

2 parents
4 grandparents
8 great-grandparents
16 second great-grandparents
32 third great-grandparents
64 fourth great-grandparants
128 fifth great-grandparents
256 sixth great-grandparents
512 seventh great-grandparents
1,024 mighth great-grandparents
2,048 ninth great-grandparents

Far you to be born today from 12 previous
generations, you needed a total of
4,094 ancestors over the last 400 years,

Think for a moment...
How many struggles? How many battles?
How many difficulties?
How much sadness?
How much happiness?
How many love stories?
How many expressions of hope for the future?
~-did your ancestors have to undergo
for you to exist in this present moment...
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